
Why is it important to teach English? 

At Blakeney, Pillowell and Walmore Hill Schools we believe 

that a high quality English curriculum should develop all chil-

dren’s love of reading, writing and discussion. We aim to in-

spire pupils to become lifelong avid readers of a wide variety 

of genres and to use adventurous vocabulary in their speech 

and written work.  

Our English Intent 

We encourage and foster a love of reading through the 

use of specially designed areas in which reading for pleas-

ure can take place, using both our indoor and outdoor 

environments. Our chosen SSP matches closely with our 

reading scheme. Phonics and reading is taught daily and 

focuses on teaching vocabulary, inference, predicting, ex-

plaining, retrieving and summarizing. All pupils enjoy lis-

tening to a story or chapter from their favourite book dur-

ing the day. We have a link with a local author who regu-

larly visits the children. All pupils have the opportunity to 

visit the library weekly to. We promote the habit of regular 

reading through our school reading awards.  

Phonics is taught daily in Early years and KS1 through Little 

Wandle. Where appropriate pupils in KS2 receive phonics 

lessons to ensure gaps are filled and to encourage them to 

become fluent readers.  

We recognise the importance of nurturing a culture where 

pupils take pride in their writing, can write clearly and ac-

curately and adapt their language and style for a range of 

contexts.  

We want to inspire our pupils to be confident and compe-

tent in the art of speaking and listening so that they can 

communicate their ideas and emotions to others effective-

ly. We use drama and roleplay across the school to en-

courage creative writing across the school. Our cross cur-

ricular approach provides many enriched opportunities to 

develop and apply writing skills across the curriculum.  

Our English Vision 

Our GEM threads 

Values: Our children will adopt and celebrate the schools GEM powers 

Knowledge: Our children will learn an enriched and ambitious curriculum 

Progression: Our children will ‘do more, know more and remember more.’ 

Language and vocabulary: Our children will use oracy to be confident communicators 

At our schools we aim to provide a practical approach to Eng-

lish learning. We incorporate many learning opportunities for 

local visits  e.g.  

• World Book Day 

• Literature festival 

• Reading champions 

• Performance/ productions 

• Summer reading challenges 

• Author links 

• Performance poetry competition (inter-schools) 

• Mitcheldean Folk festival writing competitions 



Implementation 

Handwriting 

Knowledge and skills-based implementation: 
In EYFS, all children are taught to hold a pencil correctly and form all letters correctly. Once our children have mastered using 
correct letter formation, they are taught to use the pre-cursive handwriting script following the Letterjoin handwriting scheme. 
Handwriting will be taught initially following the order of the phonic sounds in our SSP programme. From Year 2 children are 
expected to join up their writing. All children should be expected to write in this style of handwriting whenever they write, in 
all subjects. 
Progression led implementation: 
A Federation progression document for handwriting outlines a clear progressive expectation for each year group. Where chil-
dren do not have the strength and skills expectations are adapted to meet their needs and interventions are used support 
them 
Experience rich implementation: 
All staff should model the handwriting expectations of the year when they write for any purpose within the classroom. Children 
are able to see teachers writing for a range of situations and purposes. Good examples of children’s handwriting are shared. 
Elements of some displays are handwritten. 
 
Writing 
Knowledge and skills-based implementation: 
At BWP we use a variety of quality texts, including narrative, non-fiction and poetry, this ensures that the children get a rich 

diet of texts over the course of the year. These are read to explore and develop children’s knowledge of a wide range of vocab-

ulary, punctuation and text structures. Through this initial immersion of the text children use their oracy skills to retell the sto-

ry develop a story map in the case of fiction and identify the text shape in the case of non-fiction texts. During writing develop-

ment, we use the principles of "The Write Stuff" approach by Jane Considine to ensure clarity to the mechanics of writing. Fol-

lowing a method called "Sentence Stacking" the approach places emphasis on sentences being ‘stacked together’ chronologi-

cally and organised to engage children with short, intensive moments of learning that they can then immediately apply to their 

own writing. An individual lesson is based on a sentence model, broken into learning chunks where the teacher initiates, mod-

els and then enables the children to apply learnt skills to their writing. From Reception FANTASTICs are used in order to enable 

pupils focus on intended purpose of a sentence. It is at this stage children will be taught to practise and apply sentence con-

struction through SPaG lessons. Once children have completed the sentence stacking unit, they have the opportunity to plan 

and write independently using their previous learning to shape their narrative, non-narrative and poetry texts. The children are 

encouraged to see writing as a journey; re-drafting and editing are used before writing is published. Writing extends across the 

curriculum with children being given opportunities to write for a range of different purposes outside of the writing lesson. 

Whilst following this approach staff will take opportunities to further develop the children’s writing through short burst and 

extended writing opportunities. 

Progression led implementation: 
A Federation progression document for punctuation and grammar outlines expectations of each year group from Year 1-6. 
These expectations will be featured in success criteria and children will be given opportunities to practise and apply. This will 
allow children to develop their skills and independence as they move through the school. Spellings are to be taught in separate 
spelling sessions but also continuously throughout the school day. Reception to Y1 spellings are taught through a phonics ap-
proach using Little Wandle (Those children who did not pass the Year One phonics screening test or the resit in Year 2 contin-
ued to use this to support them). From Y3 - 6 children will be taught using Spelling Shed which focuses on morphology and ety-
mology. 
Language and Vocabulary rich implementation: 
The ‘Write Stuff’ approach provides language rich lessons everyday. A range of stimuli are used to develop and extend the chil-

dren’s vocabulary. Each lesson gives children the opportunity to explore language by using high quality texts as well as discuss-

ing vocabulary, its meaning and offering synonyms or alternative meanings. A range of oracy activities using sentence stems, 

discussion groupings and drama activities help children voice their understanding. Oral retelling of stories and talking through 

texts types helps to extend children understanding and use of text based language. 

Experience rich implementation: 
Throughout the teaching sequence children are given opportunities through experience lessons, trips and a multi-sensory ap-
proach in order to for the children to write from their own experiences. Writing extends across the curriculum with children 
being given opportunities to write for a range of different purposes outside of the writing lesson. 



Impact 

Each term the English KAT meets several times to discuss the progress and learning being undertaken and progress made 

throughout the school. During the year, the KAT’s team scrutinizes planning, carries out learning walks, book looks, and pupil 

conferences and reports to the Senior Leadership Team and class teachers. At the end of each term, teachers assess individu-

al children’s progress against the appropriate National Curriculum statements for the aspects that have been taught. Our chil-

dren, using our Gem Threads, will receive a high quality English curriculum that will enable them to be confident and compe-

tent readers, writers and orators.  

Implementation cont 

Reading 

Knowledge and skills-based implementation: 
We aim to make all of our pupils fluent and comprehensive readers by the time they leave us to embark on their secondary 
school journeys. We aim to ensure a balanced mix of approaches to reading so that our pupils achieve the skills required, a 
positive attitude, confidence as well as interest and a life-long love of literature. We firmly believe in developing a culture that 
encourages a desire and love for reading. We encourage reading in all areas of the curriculum covering a mixture of genres. 
Children will gain knowledge of wide a variety of genres and authors. 
Progression led implementation: 
Our aim is for all children in KS1 to have completed their phonic journey by the end of Year One. Any children identified to 
need further support will have interventions going forward, to secure their phonic knowledge as soon as possible. Further 
reading will focus on fluency and comprehension in more detail. Key reading skills are developed and this is combined with 
using Oracy skills so that children are able to take part in discussions about texts and reading. Where children are identified as 
needing further support to complete their phonics journey, interventions will be given. Children will read daily in class and be 
encouraged to read regularly at home. Our aim is for all children in Key Stage Two to be confident fluent readers and to have 
fostered a love for reading. 
Language and Vocabulary rich implementation: 
We carefully select books that are current and rich in vocabulary as well as embracing the classics that we believe all children 
should experience at least once in their lifetimes. We link texts to our creative curriculum but they could also tie in with our 
children’s likes and interests.  Whenever possible we encourage reading for pleasure. We expose children to texts, which con-
tinually develop their breadth of vocabulary. Reading lessons focus on enjoyment of a text as well as developing the compre-
hension of what the children are reading by asking carefully thought out questions. It provides the children with an opportunity 
to focus on developing their independent reading as well as taking part in reading and discussions with the teacher about se-
lected texts. Reading for pleasure is extended and enriched by reading whole class texts, which may link to topics, or have been 
chosen for their rich vocabulary. 
Experience rich implementation: 
Children have access to Class Reading areas and reading spaces around the school, where they can browse and borrow books 
regularly. The organisation of the classroom is essential to promoting interest, independence and enthusiasm as well as the 
necessary skills, concepts and knowledge to progress. Children are read to and enjoy sharing a wide variety of genres including 
poetry and books, which offer experience of diversity. Along with teaching of reading and reading for pleasure, we also provide 
as many opportunities as possible to enrich our children’s reading experiences – e.g. Book fairs, competitions, World Book Day, 
parent workshops, author visits, reading incentives such as certificates and book tokens, CPMF Book Swap, Book clubs, links 
with the local Literature Festival and visits to libraries in the local authority. (See separate Early Reading Policy) 
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